
1Annual Report on the WHO-UPRA Partnership  |

Advancing Public Health through 
Academic Collaboration: 

Annual Report on the 
WHO-UPRA Partnership
2023 - 2024





Advancing Public Health through 
Academic Collaboration: 

Annual Report on the 
WHO-UPRA Partnership
2023 - 2024





5Annual Report on the WHO-UPRA Partnership  |

Contents

Introdution�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 6

Health Research   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 7

Health Activities   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 7

Commemoration of World Mental Health Day  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 8

WHO delivering keynote speeches  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 9

Information Sharing  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 9

UPRA work at WHO Regional Office�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 9

External Evaluation   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  10

Moving Forward�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  10

Conclusion �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  11



6 |  Annual Report on the WHO-UPRA Partnership

Since the signing of the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on August 3, 2024, the partnership between the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the Private Universi-
ty of Angola (UPRA) has led to a series of impactful activ-
ities aimed at supporting the government improve health 
outcomes in Angola. This report provides a comprehen-
sive overview of the activities undertaken in the first year 
following the MoU’s signing, reflecting our collective com-
mitment to fostering health research, enhancing infor-
mation sharing, and conducting robust health initiatives.

This collaboration aligns with WHO’s General Work Pro-
gramme 13, which emphasizes the importance of strength-
ening health systems and research. Recognizing the critical 
role that academic institutions like UPRA play in gener-
ating essential data, promoting knowledge, and dissemi-
nating best practices, this MoU is a strategic step towards 
achieving Universal Health Coverage and ensuring Health 
For All. The activities detailed in this report underscore 
the success of our joint efforts in advancing these goals 
through a variety of collaborative projects and programs, 
setting a precedent for continued success in the years 
to come between WHO and the academic community.

August 3rd, 2023

Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the Private University of Angola (UPRA)
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Health Research
In September 2023, UPRA, with backing from WHO, sub-
mitted a proposal to the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion for a funded research project. This project aimed to 
rapidly identify the factors leading to dropout from the pri-
mary immunization series to the 9-month touchpoint and 
to develop strategies to improve retention rates. Despite 
the proposal not being successful, the initiative demon-
strated the commitment of both UPRA and WHO to en-
hance health outcomes through research and innovation. 

Health Activities
The 2023 polio vaccination campaign in Angola was an 
important moment in the collaboration between WHO and 
UPRA. From September 8th to 11th, the campaign targeted 
immunizing over 5.4 million children against polio and a 
key feature of this collaboration was the training of 18 UPRA 
students by WHO to train independent monitors, across 
Angola enhancing the campaign’s validation across several 
provinces.

The involvement of UPRA students not only demonstrated 
successful health engagement but also showcased effective 
knowledge dissemination. For instance, UPRA provided 
facilities for training of more than 70 Lot Quality Assurance 
Sampling (LQAS) focal points, highlighting the university’s 
logistical support to WHO. Additionally, the participation 
of 12 more students in the LQAS exercise increased the 
total to 30, offering them practical experience in public 
health logistics and directly impacting community health 
outcomes.

The experiences and contributions of UPRA students during 
the campaign highlight the reciprocal advantages of such 
partnerships, setting the stage for further collaborations 
that could amplify public health successes in Angola.

Two exemplary cases of UPRA’s involvement during the 
campaign include:

1. Student Fernanda Spencer in Lunda Sul: Fernanda 
took on an important role in strategic coordination, col-
laborating with Dr. Armando Aspirante, WHO’s provincial 
focal point and the provincial directorate of health. Her 
tasks involved distributing SIM cards and ensuring the en-
listment of independent monitors across various munic-
ipalities. Her training integrated theoretical and practical 
elements, emphasizing the Open Data Kit (ODK) applica-
tion to enhance accurate vaccination reporting.

2. Student Marlene Manuel in Luanda: Marlene’s involve-
ment encompassed thorough preparatory meetings and 
intensive training sessions with various stakeholders facil-
itated by Dalton Agostinho, WHO’s data manager as sever-
al municipal directorates of health. Her concerted efforts 
were important in extensively covering areas like Cazen-
ga, Rangel, and Ingombota in Luanda, where she ensured 
effective training application in the field to optimize the 
campaign’s impact.

UPRA Students, staff and WHO staff after event on careers in WHO at UPRA ©WHO/João Carlos Domingos

@Fernanda Spencer @Marlene Manuel
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Commemoration of World Mental Health Day
Another key health activity that has shown strong collaboration between UPRA and WHO is the organization of 
the World Mental Health Day 2024. This global event, dedicated to increasing awareness about mental health 
issues, reducing stigma, and promoting mental well-being, highlights the essential nature of mental health as a 
fundamental component of overall health. In Angola, the Ministry of Health will organize a major event on World 
Mental Health Day on 10 October 2024 with support from WHO, Camões – Centro Português de Co operação and 
UPRA. Partners such as Venâncio Moura Diplomatic Academy and the national youth association, Jucarente will 
also support this important initiative. The event involves a creative competition where Angolans can submit their 
ideals of mental health in 4 different categories: Photography, Painting, Journalism and Poetry and on World Men-
tal Health Day, the winners will be announced and there will be an exhibition of the top 3 submissions of each 
category. Planning for this event began as early as April and 5 students from UPRA are now working with WHO’s 
communications team on the event. These students have been tasked with a range of responsibilities includ-
ing communications, management of participants, and event logistics, providing them with practical learning 
experience in organizing major advocacy efforts. The event, scheduled to take place during the next MoU period 
between UPRA and WHO, serves as a testament to the effective partnership between academic institutions and 
global health organizations in promoting public health priorities. This is also one of many initiatives that will take 
place involving WHO and UPRA.
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WHO delivering keynote 
speeches
UPRA invited WHO to deliver keynote speeches and confer-
ences at two significant events, showcasing the deep trust 
and collaborative spirit between UPRA and WHO. In April 
2024, during the launch of the UPRA Alumni Network, WHO 
delivered a motivational speech aimed at inspiring students 
to realize their full potential. Secondly, in July 2024, WHO 
was invited to provide the opening speech at the scientific 
conference. This event, highlighting scientific and academ-
ic advancements, underscored the importance of WHO’s 
involvement in enhancing the academic and health-relat-
ed dialogue at national forums.  On both occasions, WHO 
spoke on its goal to provide, protect and promote health 
and strengthen collaboration with universities and young 
professionals, which is part of the government’s key prior-
ities to develop human capital as per its National Develop-
ment Plan (2023-2027). 

Such high-level participation by WHO in UPRA’s national 
and international activities demonstrates a robust mutual 
trust and commitment to shared goals. It should be noted 
that this tradition of collaboration was inspired by WHO’s 
first speech at an UPRA event in July 2023, which played 
a significant role in shaping the discussions and eventual 
formulation of the memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
between WHO and UPRA. 

Information Sharing
There have been some important information sharing activ-
ities that have aided both WHO, UPRA, and the Ministry of 
Health. In February 2024, the Ministry of Health, supported 
by WHO and the German government, conducted a work-
shop to technically validate the Multisectoral Noncommu-
nicable Diseases Plan. This event was a prime example of 
effective information sharing, involving a wide range of par-
ticipants from health professionals to academics, and from 
civil society to private sector representatives. The inclusion 
of diverse stakeholders highlighted the importance of col-
laborative efforts in health governance and policymaking. 
UPRA played an important role in this process, providing 
valuable insights during the discussions which enriched the 
collective expertise and outcomes of the workshop.

In April 2024, further emphasizing the commitment to shar-
ing knowledge, the Human Resources Lead of WHO Angola 
facilitated an information session about career opportuni-
ties within the organization. She addressed a packed room, 
discussing the challenges, opportunities, and best practices 
for those aiming to start a career at WHO. This session not 
only served as a valuable platform for information exchange 
but also inspired potential candidates by providing a clear 
understanding of what to expect and the potential rewards 
of working at WHO. This aligns with the organization’s stra-
tegic goal to attract a diverse and skilled workforce, espe-
cially young professionals, to expand its reach and impact 
globally.

UPRA work at WHO 
Regional Office
The information sharing component of the collaboration 
between UPRA and WHO also reached regional levels. Dr. 
António Armando, the Vice-Rector for Scientific Affairs and 
Extension at UPRA served at the WHO Regional Office in 
Brazzaville (AFRO), where he supported the Non-Communi-
cable Diseases (NCD) initiatives for AFRO . This involvement 
highlights the strong collaborative ties between UPRA and 
WHO, showcasing UPRA’s capacity to contribute significant-
ly to regional health efforts. Dr. Armando’s role in Brazzaville 
not only enhanced the university’s visibility and involvement 
in critical regional health challenges but also reinforced the 
potential for continued and expanded cooperation between 
UPRA and WHO at various levels. This partnership leverages 
UPRA’s academic and research strengths, significantly con-
tributing to the WHO’s mission in the region.

@Antonio Armando 
(UPRA Work at Regional Office)
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Interview of UPRA’s Neusa Alexandre and Catarina Franciso in the special edition of the Polio Vaccination Campaign 2023 in Luanda’s 
Metropolitan Journal.

Fernanda Spencer with health authorities and independent 
monitors in Lunda Sul.

First meeting between WHO and the UPRA 
Alumni Association.
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External Evaluation

WHO participated in UPRA’s external evaluation of the uni-
versity and its partners, which included an assessment of 
the collaborative efforts between the two organizations. A 
standout feature of this evaluation was the high praise from 
evaluators regarding the comprehensive documentation 
maintained by UPRA and WHO on their partnership includ-
ing the MoU and other reports.

Moving Forward
Moving forward, as we approach the next period of the 
MoU between UPRA and WHO, it is crucial to capitalize on 
the strong foundations already laid in these collaborative 
efforts. An important step would be organizing reciprocal 
visits, where the WHO Representative visits UPRA and vice 
versa. These visits would not only strengthen the bonds be-
tween our institutions but also provide direct insights into 
each other’s operations and capabilities, fostering deeper 
understanding and cooperation.

Furthermore, there is a shared interest in intensifying our 
focus on health research. We plan to work on joint research 
projects and develop comprehensive proposals that can 
address critical health issues. The prior experience of work-
ing together on a proposal for the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, despite its outcome, has set a constructive 
precedent for how UPRA and WHO can collaboratively work 
on good research proposals for funding and project imple-
mentation. Additionally, organizing a conference with the 
province of Luanda or the municipality of Talatona would be 
key in extending our outreach and impact. This conference 
would serve as a platform for disseminating our research 
findings and advocating for health policy adaptations.

Moreover, establishing an internship program with UPRA 
would be highly beneficial. This program would allow stu-
dents to gain practical experience and contribute to ongo-
ing projects, thereby enhancing their skills and understand-
ing of public health challenges and responses. These steps 
will undoubtedly fortify our partnership and amplify our 
collective efforts to advance public health education and 
research in Angola.

UPRA Students who took part in the polio campaign in 2023 
across 16 Angolan provinces with Rector Dr. Silvana Rocha 
Da Silveira and Dean Professor Rodrigues Leonardo.

WHO leadership meets UPRA leadership to discuss collabora-
tion in the context of MoU signing. ©WHO/Omotola Akindipe
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WHO and UPRA together at one of many activities organised 
between the two institutions.

WHO training UPRA students on vaccination campaigns at 
the WHO Country Office. ©WHO/Omotola Akindipe

Marlene Manuel with her team of independent monitors and 
municipal health authorities in Luanda.
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Conclusion

The first year of the WHO and UPRA partnership under the 
Memorandum of Understanding has been transformative, 
effectively combining academic rigor with public health ini-
tiatives. This collaboration has facilitated significant health 
research, capacity building, and information sharing, laying 
a solid foundation for ongoing impact on Angola’s public 
health.

Key initiatives like the polio vaccination campaign and 
World Mental Health Day have provided UPRA students 
with valuable real-world experience while addressing press-
ing public health challenges. WHO’s active participation in 
UPRA events underscores a strong, shared commitment to 
improving health outcomes.

Looking ahead, the partnership aims to deepen research 
collaborations, enhance mutual understanding through 
reciprocal visits, and initiate an internship program. These 
steps will expand the academic and practical contributions 
to public health, continuing to support the pursuit of Uni-
versal Health Coverage in Angola.

WHO and UPRA students during the Walk The Talk event in Luanda on 
World Health Day 2024 ©OMS.
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